
The   Caroline   Bassillo   Scholarship   
 
Instructions  
After   completing   parts   A   and   B,   place   all   documents   in   an   envelope   with   your   name   on  
the   outside .   

● The   Applicant   must   be   a   student   at   Glen   Ridge   High   School.  
● The   Applicant   must   be   attending   a   four-year   college   in   the   Fall.  
● To   apply   for   this   scholarship,   the   Applicant   must   type   answers   to   the   criteria  

below.  
● All   documents   submitted   should   be   double-spaced,   12-font,   and   printed   on   one  

side   of   the   paper.  
● The   committee   made   up   of   staff   from   Glen   Ridge,   who   knew   Caroline   Basillo   will  

base   their   decision   on   the   responses   you   submit.  
● DEADLINE   FOR   THE   2020   SUBMISSION   OF   THE   CAROLINE  

BASSILLO   MEMORIAL   SCHOLARSHIP   IS   APRIL   23TH.    Please   submit  
HARD   COPIES   of   your   Application   to   Ms.   Follet   located   in   the   High   School  
Guidance   office.  

 
Part   A:   Write   a   BRIEF   letter,   no   longer   than   a   page,   to   the   Scholarship  
Committee   giving   the   following   information.  

● Your   current   GPA  
● The   college   you   will   most   likely   attend   next   year   and   what   you   are   interested   in  

majoring   in.  
● Your   work   experience.  
● Your   extracurricular   activities  

 
Part   B:   First   read   the   information   about   Caroline.    Then,   write   a   response  
to   the   Scholarship   Committee   to   each   of   the   questions   below.   All   responses  
should   not   exceed   500   words.  

● After   reading   the   short   blurb   about   Caroline   below,   what   is   something   about   her  
life   that   stands   out   to   you,   and   why?  

● Caroline   improved   the   lives   of   her   students,   friends,   and   family.   How   in   your  
future,   do   you   see   yourself   improving   the   lives   of   others?  

● Caroline   had   to   overcome   many   challenges   in   her   life,   what   is   a   challenge   you  
have   had   to   overcome   in   your   life?   The   Caroline   Bassillo   Scholarship  

 
 
 
 



 
About   the   Scholarship  
The   Caroline   Bassillo   Scholarship   began   in   2011   and   has   been   supported   by   the   Bassillo  
Family   in   the   name   of   their   daughter.   Caroline   lost   her   fight   to   cancer   at   the   age   of   29   in  
June   2010.   She   began   her   career   as   a   Special   Education   teacher   at   Glen   Ridge   High  
School.   Her   students   and   colleagues   enjoyed   her   passion   for   teaching.   Her   upbeat  
presence   and   warm   smile   are   sorely   missed   by   all   who   knew   her.  
 
Caroline’s   second   love   was   theater.   She   minored   in   Theater   Arts   in   college   and   worked  
with   the   Glen   Ridge   Drama   Club   on   several   productions.   Caroline   also   had   a   passion   for  
music.   She   had   a   beautiful   voice   and   was   a   member   of   many   local   bands   and   once   sang  
the   National   Anthem   at   a   Jackel’s   Game.   She   incorporated   this   passion   for   the   arts   into  
her   classroom,   which   enabled   students   to   practice   both   communication   and  
collaborative   skills   through   hands-on   lessons.   Caroline   fostered   a   positive   community  
within   her   classroom   and   had   a   gift   of   meeting   students   at   their   level,   and   working   with  
them   to   improve   their   skills   in   her   English   classes.   Her   students,   as   well   as   the   school  
community,   will   forever   remember   and   miss   their   teacher,   friend,   and   colleague.  
 
As   an   honor   to   Caroline's   work   and   in   her   memory,   this   scholarship   is   intended   to   be   a  
living   tribute   to   her   career   and   the   work   she   did   for   students   with   special   needs.  
This   scholarship   is   awarded   annually   to   a   student   who   undertakes   a   career   that   is   based  
on   an   altruistic   desire   to   improve   community.   The   following   criteria   must   be   met   in  
order   for   the   applicants   to   be   considered.  
 
 
 
 


